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ciary, of which he was now to take command, that
John Marshall was on occasion " disposed ... to
feel the public pulse." A headstrong pilot might
speedily have dashed his craft on the rocks; a timid
one would have abandoned his course; but Mar-
shall did neither. The better answer to Sedgwick's
fears was given in 1805 when John Randolph
declared that Marshall's "real worth was never
known until he was appointed Chief Justice." And
Sedgwick is further confuted by the portraits of
the Chief Justice, which, with, all their diversity,
are in accord on that stubborn chin, that firm
placid mouth, that steady, benignant gaze, so
capable of putting attorneys out of countenance
when they had to face it overlong. Here are the
lineaments of self-confidence unmarred by vanity,
of dignity without condescension, of tenacity un-
touched by fanaticism, and above all, of an easy
conscience and unruffled serenity. It required the
lodestone of a great and thoroughly congenial re-
sponsibility to bring to light Marshall's real metal.